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but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of 
the harvest to send labourers to his harvest. 
Start off now, but remember, I am sending 
you out like lambs among wolves. Carry no 
purse, no haversack, no sandals. Salute no 
one on the road. Whatever house you go 
into, let your first words be, “Peace to this 
house!” And if a man of peace lives there, 
your peace will go and rest on him; if not, 
it will come back to you. Stay in the same 
house, taking what food and drink they 
have to offer, for the labourer deserves his 
wages; do not move from house to house. 
Whenever you go into a town where they 
make you welcome, eat what is set before 
you. Cure those in it who are sick, and say, 
“The kingdom of God is very near to you.” 
But whenever you enter a town and they 
do not make you welcome, go out into its 
streets and say, “We wipe off the very dust of 
your town that clings to our feet, and leave 
it with you. Yet be sure of this: the kingdom 
of God is very near.” I tell you, that on that 
day it will not go as hard with Sodom as with 
that town.’
The seventy-two came back rejoicing. ‘Lord,’ 
they said, ‘even the devils submit to us 
when we use your name.’ He said to them, 
‘I watched Satan fall like lightning from 
heaven. Yes, I have given you power to tread 
underfoot serpents and scorpions and the 
whole strength of the enemy; nothing shall 
ever hurt you. Yet do not rejoice that the 
spirits submit to you; rejoice rather that 
your names are written in heaven.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

First Reading 66:10-14
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Rejoice, Jerusalem, be glad for her, all you who 
love her! Rejoice, rejoice for her, all you who 
mourned her!
That you may be suckled, filled, from her 
consoling breast, that you may savour with 
delight her glorious breasts.
For thus says the Lord:
Now towards her I send flowing peace, like a 
river, and like a stream in spate
the glory of the nations.
At her breast will her nurslings be carried
and fondled in her lap.
Like a son comforted by his mother
will I comfort you.
And by Jerusalem you will be comforted.
At the sight your heart will rejoice,
and your bones flourish like the grass.
To his servants the Lord will reveal his hand.
The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 65

R/Let all the earth cry out to God with 
joy.

1. Cry out with joy to God all the earth, 
O sing to the glory of his name. O render 
him glorious praise. Say to God: ‘How 
tremendous your deeds!
2. ‘Before you all the earth shall bow; shall 
sing to you, sing to your name!’ Come and 
see the works of God, tremendous his 
deeds among men.
3. He turned the sea into dry land, they 
passed through the river dry-shod. Let 
our joy then be in him; he rules for ever by 
his might.
4. Come and hear, all who fear God. I will 
tell what he did for my soul. Blessed be 
God who did not reject my prayer nor 
withhold his love from me.
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Gospel thoughts by Dianne Bergant CSA

Although the gospel is a report of ministerial 
commissioning, it contains elements 

of discipleship in general. Most obvious is 
the disciples’ dependence on Jesus. They 
are not independent missionaries; they are 
followers. Furthermore, there is a communal 
dimension of discipleship. While there is 
certainly a personal relationship between 
Jesus and each disciple, discipleship itself 
is not a singular privilege that one hugs to 
oneself to the exclusion of others.
Disciples minister to the needs of others, 
whatever those needs may be and with 
whatever abilities the disciple may possess. 
There are various kinds of healing: a friendly 
smile, a word of gratitude, a soothing 
touch. We can teach the lessons of life 
in classrooms, in playrooms, in kitchens, 
in boardrooms. There are many ways that 
we can cast out the demons that hold our 
world by the throat; demons of poverty and 
oppression, demons of addiction and slavery, 
demons of disdain and neglect, demons of 
hatred and violence. If they are not cast out 
by us, then by whom?
The life of discipleship is not an unmixed 
blessing. Because disciples are marked by 
the sign of the cross, they must expect 
suffering. Because they do not live according 
to the standards of the world, disciples will 
be judged as fools. Some of them will be 
subjected to even greater suffering. Still, the 
disciple proclaims that true fulfilment is only 
found in God! In reality, it is the world that is 
upside down, not the life of discipleship. And 
it is the cross that sets things right.
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Second Reading 6:14-18
from letter of St Paul to the Galatians
The only thing I can boast about is the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom the world is crucified to me, and I 
to the world. It does not matter if a person 
is circumcised or not; what matters is for 
him to become an altogether new creature. 
Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, 
who form the Israel of God.
I want no more trouble from anybody after 
this; the marks on my body are those of 
Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit, my brothers. Amen.
The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation  Col 3:15
Alleluia, alleluia! May the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, and the fullness of his 
message live within you. Alleluia!

Gospel 10:1-12,17-20
from the holy Gospel according to Luke
The Lord appointed seventy-two others and 
sent them out ahead of him, in pairs, to 
all the towns and places he himself was to 
visit. He said to them, ‘The harvest is rich 
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Fr Richard M Healey’s homilies (Audio files 
and occasionally a written transcript) are 

available via his ‘blog’  
which can be found at www.rmh.id.au.  
You can also subscribe to his Podcasts 
through iTunes via the same website.
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