
Our Sunday Word
St Michael’s Parish, Nowra

his life so as to 
win reconciliation 
through faith since, 
as we see it, a man 
is justifi ed by faith 
and not by doing 
something the Law 
tells him to do.
Th e word 
of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation  Jn 15:5

Alleluia, alleluia! I am the vine and you are the 
branches, says the Lord; those who live in me, 
and I in them, will bear much fruit. Alleluia!

Gospel  7:21-27
Th e holy Gospel according to Matt hew
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘It is not those who 
say to me, “Lord, Lord”, who will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the person who does 
the will of my Father in heaven. When the 
day comes many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, cast out 
demons in your name, work many miracles 
in your name?” Th en I shall tell them to their 
faces: I have never known you; away from me, 
you evil men!
‘Th erefore, everyone who listens to these 
words of mine and acts on them will be like 
a sensible man who built his house on rock. 
Rain came down, fl oods rose, gales blew and 
hurled themselves against that house, and 
it did not fall: it was founded on rock. But 
everyone who listens to these words of mine 
and does not act on them will be like a stupid 
man who built his house on sand. Rain came 
down, fl oods rose, gales blew and struck that 
house, and it fell; and what a fall it had!’
Th e Gospel of the Lord.

Refl ection by Gregory Sunter

Aft er the seasons of Lent and Easter and 
several particular feast days, today we 

return again to Ordinary Time and to the 
gospel of Matthew as the gospel of Year A in 
the liturgical cycle. Today’s gospel is a perfect 
one for drawing us back to Ordinary Time. 
It comes at the end of the great Sermon on 
the Mount from the gospel of Matthew (ch 
5-7) which is a centrepiece of teaching in that 
gospel. The Sermon on the Mount contains the 
teaching of the Beatitudes and then a whole 
series of teachings in which Jesus reinterprets 
the Law of Moses. Chapter 7 fi nishes off the 
teaching sequence with some warnings about 
the right and wrong ways to respond to these 
teachings. Today’s passage comes at the very 
end of this whole sequence and tells us that 
everyone who listens to the teachings of Jesus 
and acts on them ‘will be like a sensible man 
who built his house on rock’. Their lives will 
be built on solid foundations and none of the 
storms and gales that life throws at them will 
bring their life down.
For the past few months we have moved 
through one of the two great peaks of the 
Church year – the seasons of Lent and Easter 
through to the celebration of Pentecost. We 
could regard moving into Ordinary Time as 
the Church drawing a great breath and giving 
a sigh of relief after the intense focus of the 
last months, but that’s not what Ordinary 
Time is about. Ordinary Time reminds us that 
our faith is not always lived at the heights 
of Easter and Christmas, but is lived in the 
everyday and in the routine of our lives. Like 
the wise man of today’s parable, Ordinary 
Time reminds us that our lives must have a 
solid foundation.
Questions:
Q. Why does Jesus seem to have a problem 
with people claiming to do things in his 
name?
Q. How does the concept of ‘Ordinary Time’ 
sit with needing a solid foundation to your 
faith?
Q. How do episodes of your own life relate to 
the parable of the two builders?
Q. How might you use this parable in 
responding to a question of ‘what difference 
does faith make?’
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First Reading 11:18.26-28.32
A reading fr om the book of Deuteronomy
Moses said to the people: ‘Let these words of 
mine remain in your heart and in your soul; 
fasten them on your hand as a sign and on your 
forehead as a circlet.
‘See, I set before you today a blessing 
and a curse: a blessing, if you obey the 
commandments of the Lord our God that I 
enjoin on you today; a curse, if you disobey 
the commandments of the Lord your God and 
leave the way I have marked out for you today, 
by going aft er other gods you have not known. 
You must keep and observe all the laws and 
customs that I set before you today.’ 
Th e word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 30

R/Lord, be my rock of safety.
1. In you, O Lord, I take refuge. Let me 

never be put to shame. In your justice, set me 
free, hear me and speedily rescue me. (R.)
2. Be a rock of refuge to me, a mighty 
stronghold to save me, for you are my rock, 
my stronghold. For your name’s sake, lead me 
and guide me. (R.)
3. Let your face shine on your servant. Save 
me in your love. Be strong, let your heart take 
courage, all who hope in the Lord. (R.)

Second Reading  3:21-25,28
From the lett er of St Paul to the Romans
God’s justice that was made known through the 
Law and the Prophets has now been revealed 
outside the Law, since it is the same justice of 
God that comes through faith to everyone, Jew 
and pagan alike, who believes in Jesus Christ. 
Both Jew and pagan sinned and forfeited God’s 
glory, and both are justifi ed through the free 
gift  of his grace by being redeemed in Christ 
Jesus who was appointed by God to sacrifi ce 
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BE MY WITNESS  

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH
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 Sacred Heart, Bomaderry; Mary, Help of Christians, Culburra; St Joseph, Kangaroo Valley; Holy Spirit, Vincentia.                                                                                                        
SUNDAY Masses:  
NOWRA ...................6pm Vigil; 8am, 9.30am & 6pm 
BERRY........................................................... 8.00am 
BOMADERRY ............................................... 9.30am 
CULBURRA .................................................6pm Vigil  
VINCENTIA ................................ 6pm Vigil, & 9.30am 
KANGAROO VALLEY................................. 11.00am 
MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
Nowra: Mon 7.00am, Tues/ Wed/Thurs 8.15am, 
 Fri 7am & 11.30am, Sat 9.00am  
Morning Prayer: Wed 7.50am; Holy Hour Fri 10.30am 
Berry: Tues 5.30pm       Culburra: Thurs 5.30pm  
Bomaderry: First Friday only (6 June) 5.45pm  
Vincentia: Mon, Thur, Fri 8.00am, Tues /Wed 5.30pm 
S’haven Heads; Friday 3.30pm (Community Centre) 
Kangaroo Valley: ........... Mon/Tues/Thurs/Sat 8.00am;  
Wed 6.15am. Divine Office 15 mins prior to Mass.        
No Mass on Fridays. 
Confession/Reconciliation 
Nowra: Sat 11.30-12.30pm. 5.00 - 5.30pm.  
Culburra: Sat. 5.30pm. Berry: Tues 6.00pm 
B’derry: 1st Fri. 5.15pm; K’Valley: Sat 4.30 – 5.00pm 
Vincentia: Sat 5.00pm – 5.30pm  
AGM CWL NOWRA BRANCH – Tues 10 June, 
10.00am at the Parish Centre – All welcome. 
 

We prayerfully remember Philomena Way 
(Jaspers Brush); also Maurie Hanley. And   
Kathleen Fullagher, Maureen Doyle 
Kathleen Sullivan, Brett Baker, Reginald 

Berry, whose anniversaries occur. May they rest in 
eternal peace. 
 
 

1ST SATURDAY MARIAN DEVOTIONS – Sat 7 June 
commencing with Reconciliation at 8.30am followed by 
Mass at 9am.  Exposition, Rosary and Benediction 
follow at 9.30am.Morning tea avail in the Parish Centre 
following devotions.  All Welcome. 
 

BERRY – there will be a film evening CAFÉ style on 
Tues 3 June commencing with a cup of tea following 
the 5.30.p.m. Mass. (bring a plate to share) the film is 
from ‘Songs of Praise’. The Theme Peace and 
Reconciliation, starting at 6.30pm. It presents a very 
challenging and relevant message. 

MOTHER RUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND – 
Theatre Gala – Wed 4 June – “The Happiest 
Days of Your Lives” – Nowra Players, 
B’derry. Adults $25, Students $20. Contact 
Denise Jones 0419 248 889 or 4423 

2299(bh), 70 TICKETS still to be sold to make this a 
successful fund raising event – PLEASE SUPPORT!!! 
 

CATECHISTS NEEDED – Cambewarra school is in need 
of 2 Catechists on Thurs a/noons – k/1 & 2/3/4(combined) 
also Nowra Primary Yrs 5/6 combined.  
 Also WYD lessons & booklets for yrs 5/6 available – 
Please phone Lyn 4423 1009 if you can help. 

Missions’ Annual Appeal -   will be conducted THIS 
w/end - Sun 1 June – The theme is based on Acts of the 
Apostles: 1.8 “ Be My Witnesses to the ends of the earth.” 
Your generous support of the Missions is sincerely 
appreciated  
 

MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARIES MASS 2008.  If you are 
celebrating 25,40,50 or 60 years of marriage this year and 
would like an invitation to the Mass to be celebrated by 
Bishop Peter at the Cathedral on Sun 10 August please 
contact Helen and an invitation will be sent to you – 4253 
0934 or email helen.bennett@woll.catholic.org.au  
 

HOLY SPIRIT FUNDRAISING event for the proposed hall 
will be held on Sun 15 June at 12 noon – soup and slice 
luncheon.  Cost $5 plus a raffle.  Please rsvp Michael 4443 
7732 or Julie 4443 0848 for catering purposes. 
 

BOMADERRY – a new roster is due to be completed – if 
you would like to change your time, or would like to 
participate please contact Colleen Blundell 4421 4448.  It 
is most important to organise someone else on the 
roster to take your place if you are unable to attend.  
 

CROSSROADS – next meeting Fri 13 June, led by St 
George’s Basin Baptist Church at the Nowra Baptist 
Church on Old Southern Rd., Sth Nowra – from 7.00pm. 
 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES – the next set of 
envelopes will be available at all centres for you to collect 
on the weekend of 14/15 June  
Dates For Your Diary For 2008 
Confirmation – Sunday 22 June  
1st Holy Communion – w/end of 25/26 Oct. 

“EVERYTHING AUSSIE” -   Sat 12 July  at 12pm - 
stalls, entertainment, food and good things for the visiting 
overseas pilgrims and parishioners to sample and enjoy 
– followed by sporting competitions.  The day concludes 
with WYD Commissioning Vigil Mass, 6pm at WIN 
Entertainment Centre – a youth focussed liturgy open 
to all parishioners preceded by 30 minutes of music 
and youth choir.   
 

WILL YOU BE ATTENDING THE MASS BUT NOT 
GOING BY COACH? – please contact Robbie as we 
need to book a number for seating for Nowra. 
 

INTERNATIONAL WYD VISITORS – Great news! We 
have now found all the HomeStay Hosts we need to host 
WYD pilgrims during 9 – 14 July 2008. Thank you! Most 
of the applications have now been approved and letters 
will be sent out in the next 10 days from Wollongong 
giving you more information. 
 

Register Now!   
 IF YOU WANT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE of the 
 Parish’s offer to subsidise your cost of attending 
 WYD08 you need to register as part of the Parish 
group by Wed 4 June and you need to ask for 
sponsorship. Just send an email to 
wyd08@nowraparish.org.au. We need to finalise 
numbers and costs. Up to 50% of the registration fee 
may be available. Visit egeria.wyd2008.org 
For package A (week, simple accom) join group 6242. 
For package B (week, own accom) join group 6247. 
For package C (weekend only) join group 6254. 

 
 

THE NEXT ‘YOUTH MINISTRY’ MEETING and The 
Young Adults meeting will be held in conjunction with 
“BEYOND WYD” meeting on Wed 4 June from 7.30pm – 
9.30pm in the Parish Centre – a meeting for people of all 
ages to come along and share experiences, inspirations 
and consider our way ahead through WYD and beyond.  
 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSES will be held on 
w/ends 14/15 June, 23/24 Aug, 18/19 Oct and 6/7 Dec.  
For inform. visit www.engagedencounter.org.au or call 
9990 3212 
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