
 
 

 From Bishop Brian Mascord 

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ, an Australian Jesuit Scripture scholar, says 

“Just as a family will gather round on important occasions and tell 

and retell the family stories, so there is a sense in which the Church 

keeps its  ‘best stories’ for this most significant celebration. These are 

the family stories that shape our identity as Christians: they tell us 

where we have come from, who we are and where we are going 

according to the saving plan of God.” They are our stories of hope.  
 

When our Jewish brothers and sisters gather for the annual Passover 

Meal the youngest member of the family asks a very simple question, 

“Why is this night different to every other night?” When the Elder of 

the family answers the question, he does not speak in terms of 

“when” but rather he speaks in terms of actually participating in the 

event now. The Elders’ response is therefore in terms of something like, “This night God brought us out of 

Egypt and slavery to Pharaoh.”  
 

The message for us at this time is very similar. We gather in this Easter time to tell and listen to the stories of 

God’s saving action in our lives now, for the Resurrection is a lived experience because of Jesus.  

As we live in this time of Resurrection, I am very conscious that we are living in an experience of uncertainty. 

The last twelve months have called us to live in a manner of concern for others and not concentrating upon 

ourselves. We have been called to an outreach that moves us out of our comfort zones, and we are comforted by 

the words that have been spoken so often in the scriptures, “Do not be afraid” – the same words that Pope St 

John Paul II spoke at the time of his election as Pope.  
 

We, as Church, are truly living in a time of transition. Some may feel that all is lost, but I am reminded of the 

words of one of the Prefaces of the Mass: “Indeed for your faithful, Lord, life is changed not ended.” We are 

like the disciples who looked for Jesus on the first Easter Sunday and instead found an empty tomb. At every 

turn it looks like a dead end, but the encounters with Jesus after the Resurrection call us to hope in the power of 

the Resurrection. In the midst of their confusion and unknowing, there is hope and we are called to tell the 

stories of this hope.  
 

As we stand at the crossroads, so to speak, when our life as Church is changing, we are called to look to the 

pattern of dying and rising in the Church that is evident whenever we have eyes to see. God continually gives 

us the unexpected, as a sign of God’s presence. It is out of the ashes of our despair – a despair that has been 

evident throughout the last year because of the exile of Covid 19 – that we are being invited into the new life of 

God in this time and in this place. It is time for us to step into the Resurrection experience, an experience of the 

unknown, but in its fullness, an experience of life. It is here that we truly enter into the Paschal Mystery, the 

life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  
 

I wish everyone the joy of a blessed and Holy Easter.  
 

Yours in the Lord  
Most Rev Brian G Mascord DD  
BISHOP OF WOLLONGONG 
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From the Administrator 
 

  On behalf of all of us at St Michael’s Parish I would like to wish you all a very blessed 

Easter; filled with peace and joy. 
 

In these difficult times it is wonderful to remember that the greatest blessings and sources 

of happiness can be the very things which we quite often take for granted i.e., our 

families, friends especially long-standing friends and our parish community in which we 

find support in prayer and practical support. 
 

We extend our greeting to the many visitors who join us in these special Liturgies at 

Easter and other times throughout the year.  

The reality which we celebrate each time we gather in our liturgies is Jesus Christ, once crucified and now 

living among us. Jesus who reveals the Father’s love for us and challenges us to love one another.  

Perhaps our response can be summed up in words of that wonderful musical composition by J.S. Bach: The 

Passion of St Matthew: 

Make thyself clean, my heart, 
I will myself entomb Jesus. 
For he shall henceforth in me 
For ever and ever 
Take his sweet rest. 
World, begone, let Jesus in! 
 

I would also like to extend my personal thanks to those who have contributed to the Easter celebration in so 

many ways. May all our efforts reveal our love for the Lord and our commitment to serve his people. 

May the Lord bless all our efforts and bring them to their proper end. 

Fr. Leo Mifsud O.M.I. 

    
 

VINCENTIA CHANGE IN MASS TIMES: 

                       From Saturday 10th April the Vigil Mass at Holy Spirit Church  

                                              will be celebrated at 5:00pm,  

                                              with Reconciliation from 4:00pm. 
 

Divine Mercy Devotions - Holy Spirit Vincentia Sunday 11th April 
Devotions will begin at 2:30pm and include Benediction. Sacrament of Reconciliation available 
afterwards. All welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We prayerfully remember the recently deceased Nola Gannon and those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time: Tom Guthrie, Otto Franz Miller, 
Jeanette & Hallie Parnell and Ron Bowden. We also pray for all who have 

died from Covid-19 in Australia and worldwide.  

The Parish Craft Group will recommence on Wednesday 14th April in 
the St Michael’s Parish Centre from 9:30am to midday. Due to 
Covid19 we need to bring our own mug, morning tea will be provided. 
For further details please contact Susan on 0400 210 988. 

Congratulations and a special welcome, 
to 

 

Patrick Wright and Eleisha Ryan   
 

who were received into the Catholic Community at the Easter Vigils. 


